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People

By RANDY BISHOP Staff Writer
January 25, 2001
Pride runs deep in downtown Chilton

In 1955. John Meyer, of Hilbert, welcomed the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade much more than usual. He had
just been discharged from the Navy after surviving an
artillery attach off the coast of Korea. The USS Owen
DD 536 was reported sunk or missing for several
days.

“It was scary”, said Meyer. “We got hit. [ was glad to
be home.”

The next day, Jack saw a Help Wanted sign on the
Chilton Manor Trailer Factory. The huge building
was located at 311 E. Main Street, next to the Rollie
Woelfel’s Chilton Creamery on the west side and
Schmidt Brothers’

and have it ready so the crew would never run out of
work.

“Both men were great to work for, but Lunde could
get irritable,” Meyer said. “Gene Schneider was a big
man with a fist the size of a catchers mitt. Gene
needed to choke up on his hammer because of his
strength. Lunde said, “Give me that hammer”, then
he sawed three inches off the handle and gave it back
to Gene and walked away.”

But the team of Lunde and Rogahn was generous, and
full of fun, too. When the company sold its 1,000™
Manorette trailer, they threw a party at Hickory Hills
Country Club. “I

butcher, later Paul
Weber, on the east
side.

Norman Lunde,
president of
Manorette, was a
short, frail man.
His right arm was
somewhat de-
formed, and he
always kept his
hand in his pants
pocket.

“He was a gentle-
man; full of en-

remember it as a
great time the
whole evening,”
Meyer said. The
firm invited Art
Connell, president
of the State Bank of
Chilton. Artwas a
funny man, full of
jokes and brought
out the best of hu-
mor in everyone in
attendance.” (The
trailer firm did
most of their busi-
ness with the State
Bank.)

ergy,” Meyer said
of Lunde. “When he talked, you listened. When you
talked, he listened. | gave him my Navel history re-
sume on accounting and bookkeeping. | was hired
and my office was at his large, impressive, white brick
house on Park Street. Later we built an office at the
factory. At that time, the payroll was about 85 people.
George Schroeder of Hilbert was a foreman as well as
Harry Bancroft of Chilton. Lon Keuler was in charge
of all plumbing.”

Bill Rogahn was vice-president and general manager.
He was known to work from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. When
the shift ended, he would go get lumber from Oshkosh

Lunde had four
salesman and dealerships in 36 states. Each dealer
had an Entertainment Bar Trailer, and each customer
that bought a trailer got a courtesy case of Gettleman’s
Beer. It was a clever advertising gimmick.

“We bought beer by the pallet load,” Meyer said, “and
often shipped on the railroad, which went behind the
factory.”

Lunde had stock in the Gettleman Brewing Company.
Remember the commercial “Get...Get...Gettleman.
The thousand dollar beer! On...Grand...Beer!” When



Lunde bought a round of drinks at a local business, if they didn’t have Gettlemans, he wouldn’t drink.

By the late 50’s, business was so great that the firm could hardly meet schedules. Some of the workers were
Cecil Arenz, Serve Darban, Andy Hopfensperger, John Herrick, and others, like Putz Lisowe and Zierer. It was
great! Then the bad news came. The frame for the trailers were found to be defective. The trailers were no
good and had to be rebuilt. Rogahn and Lunde were devastated.

Meyer recalls that Lunde was “not a quitter.” “He made arrangements to keep going. He hated the thought of
bankruptcy. He did real well for quite some time, but he finally was forced into bankruptcy. It nearly destroyed
him. But that was only the beginning of his bad luck. His wife, Ruth, was also dying of cancer.”

Bob Boll, of Hayton, started working for Bill Rogahn in 1959, after graduating from Chilton High School. By
this time, Lunde was tying up loose ends, trying to make good on his products. Rogahn renamed the firm the
Chilton Trailer Company. His trailers were the travel type, while Lunde’s were exclusively the type that could
be pulled by special vehicles to locations to be lived in.

Boll remembers that time. “We built travel trailers across the street in a building owned by Kaytee. We worked
there for one year until the original factory was reorganized for our smaller trailers. Norman Lunde often came
to visit and watch us work. By this time, only 20 of us worked there. 1 used to deliver trailers to Minnesota at
night. Bill Rogahn got caught in a windstorm in Texas and lost that one. John Herrick used to deliver them
also.”

“About 1960,” Boll continued. “I was asked by Norman to move his brother, Howard, to Chilton from Minne-
sota. Idid, and Howard and Norman formed a partnership. They were about to start the ‘Norseman Ice Ma-
chine’ business.” But that’s another story.

Boll stayed on building trailers with Rogahn. Jim Bloomer bought the business in about 1975 and renamed it
Manorette. It was about 1985 when Bloomer sold it to another company and they went bankrupt in 1987. An
auction took place. Bloomer got his building back, but the trailer business-neither mobile home nor travel
trailer-was never to be again.

But Lunde held his head up high. Pride runs deep in downtown Chilton. Everyone worked together and Nor-
man Lunde knew he had one more chance.

PS) According to Bob Boll the frames for the Manor mobile homes (the big ones) were made by Bock Indus-
tries of Indiana. The wheels/axles were assembled to the frames on the outdoor lot that Seven Angels Restau-
rant is now located. (July 30, 2011)



NISNOJSIMN ‘NOLTIHD

"ONI “0J 431Iv41l NOLIIHI

'S|23ym uo dwoy
919|dwod e s ‘udpow pue snoidedS ‘awoy |aAen
ANAYONVIW N0k ur noA yim 3uoje 1y3is awoy jo
S1J0jWO0D 3Y3 .1 NoA uaym 3uiuonedea 1o 3ulysiy ‘3u)
-uny ‘3uidwed uny Aj1wej 23ijaJed 3J0W dARY || ,NOA

ﬁ JINOH 13aNnvdLl
-

WIONYWN

*d1J1 IXau 1noA uo
, Aolua 01 A|1wey 9|0ym Yl J043WOY B * * * IDUIIUIAUOD
// Mau s13440 JWOH ADVEADDId 3yl "sdin ssauisng
J0j 32130 p|aty 1wedwod e se * * ° siunel puayaam
J0j ‘SUOIIBDBA UO * * * |3ABJ 01 ABM MdU B S 3I9H

JINOH HOVvV8A9D90Id

WAONVIN

awoy Linxn| apqow e Anay * - -
A}ajes " * * LoJWO0I * * * IJUIIUIA

-U0J Ul JSow}n ayj 40} }jInq pue
pausisap — |aAes} Ajiwey pue
uoljedea ‘syiods 10} yoeod
pue awoy |aAes} |eapl 3y}




s.
S 03
gpc e 2a3unop| || U240
- S moTeq WG| | B3N
[ *3ydgeu 24018 || ©
I A
s m JaA0 Yung
+Peg o qim
03Uy 8319AU00 w oyonwy
223)uTq w2y [
. \.3»8.: - %
w | sjeag
g | MM jaqrol 398070
Ll '

V NVId 40071 ¥3H10 " SNIISIA JISVE 34V SIIIS ONV SNV1d 40011 S iSiHI

yojej |BI21WW07) 40|07 1038I033( ||V

Jadung

311 AxS

WA

i snoideds adie

SUIIDS Y1IM SMOPUIM J31| anbio) UBGISOI4
s3uimyy sseig ‘saul| sed pue Jarem Jaddo)
1IN2412 Pasn4 ‘SaxX0C Yiim Sullim Xawoy
Joos 3|qno(

100]3 3|qnop ¢

S||em pue 40Ol ‘1004 Ul UCie|NSul ssejdiaqi
S3uISnoy |aiym [e33W pale|nsu|

salll Ainp Aaeay

so)eiq 211D3[3 SaAeH Aas|a)

01309 3UIPN|dUI ‘J0113IXS WNUIWN|Y

9|xe Ssa|enbiol mo|g Jawwey

auel) xoq pidu yo0g

.9 8~ 31H

duo| 7z pue 07— 83U i/ = ppIM

3uo| 8| pue 9| --{3ua] L= ppIM

SNOILVDI=123dS

137101 HLIM 3XNnT730 .81

EX DRI utam

Z00p |oduosa

22110\ noyaiy 23uey) 01 123lqnG suonediydadg

Spoom 3uiziuowsey
pUE 211G |einieu U0 Ysiuly sSo|3 |njlaneag
3pISIN0 puB PISUI WOlj 3|qISSAIIEL
oydnes Japun adeds a3ei01g
Aaneq Yaim 1y31| awoQ
saumixly 3unyai| AZ| pue AQ| |
3|l prejy|
ana3ue) Jaao Adoued pue Jusp
1e1S0WIRYY YIIM J33e3H
pJeogpealg
30BdS}I0M J3A0 1YB1| Yiim pieogdnd uaydlly adieT]
sadesp woisn?)

SNOILVDII4123dS 3QISNI

axn13a .9l

398079

Jajeay

'

ipag

o3uy “nuu~>=0u

27700 WY
'

aotaq aBwiosg
2340 yunq y3rall
oyonuy

(8400( AOTAq 29399H)

sncqy

s1eeg
noTaq
i aduosas

1peg
03Uy §910AU00
2238u50 W21

'S1y31| dueIed|d ~ S1Y31)|
[euoindaulp — |les 3uiume-dals — J0LAIX3 juled
pue wnuiwnje ‘auoi-z 3uipn|dul Inoy3nosy) sain
-89 153Ul "SAWOY [3AeL) AXN|3P S, 1IBYONVY 40
auo U1 duy 1xau JnoA 3xe) ‘|aaen Ainxn| anx Jo-

8 d3315 S1300W 8VI¥3IA0

WAONVI

QYVANVLS 91

(83000 AOTAq J2789H)

xmoﬂnwh

108079 -

133y
—

SNV1d
40014

Jaa0 yung
s
peq oyonwy

motag aFewioag

SNOVdS

100p edwose

iIMON

STNOH TIAVHL TPWHAONVYIN



"awoy
UJ3pOW B JO S10JWod 3yl ||e Yiim paddinba aq ued
sawoy 3NBYONYW 'Syunn snoideds adie| pue
sioop Aduadiawa aAey ||y ‘g daa|s 1ey 7z pue o7
‘81 ‘9] S|3POl gediaA0 snonnxn| 3yl 03 3|doad
p sdaa|s eyl piepuei§ 9| syl woly sawoy 1jinq
Alljenb jo u011D9|3S JPIM B SI9}J0 3IYONVW

= = |

Q33N TIAVAL A¥IAZ ¥O4
JWOH 2H3JONVYW 11IN8 ALITVNO V S,3¥3HL

TWAONVI

axXn13a .t

vy
xy y

|y aesR

Hmg)

ooy | mtavy

u0139330.d 1u01j 10§ Sulume sse|313qI
3ueyiano uol4

S3sSa.11BW WROoyA|0d

3|qnop Jo 3|3uls ‘paq jung

weoyA|od ,.§—Yan0od oyones)

13101 D17eWOUO} 404 Yoed Jamod Yiim Assneg
(,ZZ pue 0z ‘.81 104) 313|101 —D11RWOUO|,

(,7z pue 07 ‘.8| 40)) yue1 211das pue 19103 dule)
(,TT pue 0T 104) 13moyg

(.ZZ pue ‘.07 ‘.8 10§) wooiyieq Ui yuig

(,zz pue ‘.07 ‘.8| 10)) 2183y Ja1em 10H
Wa1SAS J91BM 2INSSald

1018|N33J pue YoBJ ‘S3[110q SEBY)

[043U0D pUB U3AO YIIm—3nd3uel ul-1|ing
3PISIN0 PAIUDA — J0IRI 11J3) D111D3[3/SBD)
4317 se9

IN3WdINB3

IxXn13a .0z

wojay BoIS

Y21e| [BI2I3WW0Y) ;40[0D) J0jei033Q ||Y

Jadwng

W31AxXS

1WA

}ina snoioeds a3.ieT)

SU33.0S YIIM SMOpUIM J3l| anbio] ueqisol4
s8uily sseig ‘saul| sed pue Jaiem Jaddod)
1INDJID Pasng ‘Saxoc Yiim Sullim Xawoy
JooJ 3|gno(g

J00}4 3|qnop ¢

S||EM pUB j0OJ ‘100|4 Ul UCIIR|NSUl Sse|3iaqi
s3uisnoy [3iym |e1aw paje|nsu|

sainl Ainp AAeaH

S3)RIq D111D3|3 SIARH A3s|)

W0110q 3UIpN|dUl JO1IIXS WNUIWN|Y

3|xe ssa|snbiol mo|g Jawwey

aweyy xoq pidi xd0g

9 8—Y313H

3uo| .zz pue 07— 18U37 L= YIPIM

3uo| 8| pue 9| --yidua ,/—YpIM

SNOILYJI=123dS

137101 HLIM 3XNT30 .81

2 03 y
e |
R 2a3unop ] . ] U240
I woreq S| | Q3TN
(3 ' RS PA035 w
o & o g
" 2 a0 yung
‘pag L) LRl
03U} 8239400 ® ogones
312)uTq W2h [
w JWy m
Z | sess
& | moraq setror) - a9s01)
& 1 efeaong pUtIeH a00p jadwose

‘0341530 SV 718VTIIVAY SINIWIINVYYY NVId 40071 ¥IHLO ~* SNIISIA JISVE

SFNOF



‘Sl 431V3A d3ZIYOHLNY dNOA

€142-6¥8-vI¥ 3p0) ealy
PTIOES UISUOISIM ‘UOYIYD « "IS Ulel ‘3 TIE

"ONI '00 d37Ivdl NOLTIHO
Aq painjoejnuepy

U0133310.d U0y 4oy Julume sse|3iaql4
) ~ 3uipeojun Joy syde[

B Jadwng ajqeasnipy
Dl1eWIUES IO DIIBWOUO-13|10 |
QBDJIAO IO} SSIIB|

10I0W puB UBj IUIA

1U3A jooy

juel 3inssald

s 1BISOWIAYI YIIM JalBaH
- Joe|nas pue Ydes 's3|110g seo
10J3U0D pue UIAC Ylim an1a3uey

_ s1e|d Jauing ¢
J01esa2 1149y
x0q 32|

“3D110N 1NOYII M
aduey) 01 102/gng suonediyinadg

‘spoom 3uiziuow.ey pue ydiiq
jesmeu uo ysiuly sso|3  |ny1Ineaq

—qed J3A0 paq 3|qnop —33ei01S JaMO|
1M 1350|D 3|qnop — 10103104d yse|ds weoj4j0q
o e | 19nop 4sel “Guien JHDIS BuauIg ZP
pue dol Juis aA11eI0D3p — pieoqpea.q s9ie ey
—23doeds Jom J3A0 1Yy3l| Yiim Spieoq e e
-dn> uayo1y 2a3se| —sadesp woisNd il
—23eJ01S 10j MO[3Q JOO|} Ul Iu3W B
-17edwos —do1 aANeIOdIP Yiim 3|qel MO § G0
ad.e| (paq 3|qnop 01 S1I3AAUOD Y100q) pog

ann ‘a0
3|qISI2AdJ SUOIYSND ‘Y100q weoyjod si095 ausug 2y

SNOILYDIHIDadS IAISNI

14311 A4S
s1yd1| 1auIqedsapun 7 ey | smdmn iy
S1Y231| 33||nq T
Ai211eq 32N 430 dmyooy ‘si1ydi| awop 7
SUD3JIDS YlIm SMOpUIMm J31| anbio | oyl
9|11 J00|4 pleju|
s3uinly sseuq 'saul| sed pue saiem Jaddod) g
11N2412 pasny ‘saxoq Yiim 3uliim Xawoy A
100|} 3|qnop . § e
S||em pue O T S
1004 ‘100§ Ul UONIBINSUI SSB|BU3qI HD1Y |
101431%3 Wnulwn|e
paiuted JO ‘wnuiwNje passSOqwa 02oMmg
100p ieas Y3noiyl-aag
..£.9—1ydIaH apisu|
S1—yduaT 3L ypim
.9.F1 pue 7| —ydua /Z yipim

pog

Ol SURAU0D)

O M 2y

"WOVEADDId 03 nok uaym uny
je243 s j9Aea] "syonJy dnyoid uoy ¥ 10 uoy Yy ysow s)i4
*AWouod?d pue Jojwod 3ujAes-adeds ul ‘sj@Aes} Honu}
dmyjoid e assymiue 03 nok s}a| jey) awoy Y} s,49H

S3INOH HOVvVaADDId

WAONVI




Campers
& Canopies

Pictured above. A basic camper model during construction. Shown is a good
example of careful construction and generous insulation

INTERIORS

Newly coordinated interiors a

Newly

e with zippered reversible up
iving area to draw a golden glow

feature panels highlight the galiey

holstery. Deluxe models have

our orefinished wa
yur prefinished wa

doors, positive catc I high press ymination on all
counter tops and tables, vall floor covering are al and durable
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TERIORS
All exterior aluminum is prefinished baked ename Jre stripping in ha
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b CONSTRUCTION
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Chilton, Wis.53014 o g
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MANORETTE CAMPER
SPECIFICATIONS :
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MANORETTE 35 Park Model Trailer

Exterior Length 3429
Exterior Height 118
Exterior Width 96”
Interior Headroom 84”7
Approx. dry weight 5600 Ibs.
Approx. dry hitch

weight 700 lbs.

~ 2-5/16” Hitch ball coupler

w/safety chain
8” steel frame
Metal underbelly
Tandom axle w/electric brakes
700x15 Whitewall tires
Patio Light
Entrance door w/screen & assist handle
Rear exit door
Large black radius windows
4 burner range w/eye level oven
Range hood w/power vent & light
Double stainless steel sink
Dranin hose carrier bumper

SPECIFICATIONS

Sleeping capacity - 4

Living & Bedroom carpet

Kitchen & Bathroom carpet

Home type toilet

Medicine cabinct w/mirror

Bathtub & Shower

Lavatory

20 Gal. Electric hot water heater

Heat tape receptacle

3 roof vents - power in bath

Roof wired & reinforced for air conditioner
110 volt exterior receptacle

City water hook-up

25 power cord w/fadaptor

Aluminum wheel wells

Double insulation (fiberglass & foamcore) ceiling
3% fiberglass insulation floor

2" fiberglass insulation walls

Fire extinguisher

40,000 BTU furnace w/thermostat

OPTIONS

Patio door —
Tip Outs-front & rear —

14 cu. ft. refrigerator —

Furniture package
Holding tanks -

Dual 30 Ib. LP gas bottles

Due to engincering improvements and availability of components,
specifications are subject to change without notice.

MANORETTE, INC.
311 E. Main Street
Chilton, Wis. 53014
414-849-2713
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1980 era Brochure









Footnotes

Trailer model, brochure and family pictures where submitted by Dave Volunteer
Sketches and Model by Dave Glenn of a 1959 model

Years of trailers in photos 1959 and (approx) 1973

Article on Manorette by Randy Bishop submitted by Herb Buhl

1980 Brochure from Bob Boll

Photo of 311 E Main submitted by Herb Buhl

The Calumet County Historical Society has no original documents— all submitted by digital
file

Compiled by Mike Pichee on 2-21-2016

Calumet County Historical Society Catalog # is 1108



