
“The museum does not charge an admission and is funded mostly from the generosity                
of current and past society members”  

Looking Forward 
to 2021 

2020 does not need to be explained here, but we felt its effects just like 
the rest of the world did. Our Museum visits mean a lot to us; attend-
ance in June was strong, really strong.  But when the pandemic got 
worse and the state mandates were extended we saw a significant at-
tendance drop. That said, we finished the year at about where we were 
in 2019.  That was not bad given these circumstances. 

 Captain Hiram Gibbs &               
Stuart Sanders 

Sometimes it pays to be a more lucky 
than good. In January 2021, we stum-
bled on a social media post about Cap-
tain Hiram Gibbs, who lived in Forest 
Junction, written by Civil War author 
Stuart W. Sanders. It was first pub-
lished at westerntheatercivilwar.com. 
Mr. Sanders is the chief research of-
ficer for the Kentucky Historical Socie-
ty.  
 
Captain Gibbs was a true Patriot; he 
volunteered to join Company E from 
Chilton, which was a part of the 21st 
Wisconsin. He fought at the Battle of 
Perryville and sadly never made it 
home. Stuart’s article did a great job of 
putting his life in context and helping 
us to know him better. Frankly,  we 
did not know much about him at all.  
except what he looked liked and that 
he died in battle.   
 

Continued on page 2 

http://westerntheatercivilwar.com
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For years we have had a charcoal drawing of 
him on display at the museum. There is also a 
tribute to him and Fredrick Koelsch from Harri-
son. The tribute was from Chaplin O. P. Clinton.  
He wrote it and it was sent to the Chilton Times 
on April 11, 1863, but we did not have anything 
more. Stuart added a lot of details and more 
context to his life and explained why he is con-
sidered a hero - the real kind.  
 
We contacted Stuart and he gave us permission 
to share his article and research.  He was really 
happy to receive a digital copies of the drawing 
and tribute from the Chaplain Clinton.  
 You can add Captain Heim Gibbs and 
Fredrick Koelsch to your local list of heroes, and 
Stuart to your list of friends of  Calumet County 
History.  

From page 1 Captain Gibbs 

You can find Stuart’s story on our web-
site. We will also have reprints at the   

museum this summer. 

1908 Hayton Bridge 

Corner Stones from Hayton 

Bridge now on display at  

the Museum 
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We have a lot going on, 

and frankly we could use your help. Maybe it is 

computer work at home or maybe it could be cutting 

the grass, being a greeter during Sunday museum hours, 

maintaining the museum grounds, or documenting what we 

have, all hands are appreciated. Please call 216-7461 and let 

us know what interests you. 

 The Log puller project made some head-
way but not as much as we had planned for. This 
year was just not a year to get a lot of people to-
gether in close quarters to make it work. One of 
our members got us in contact with a gentleman 
from our local Amish community who refreshed 
one of the wheels that was badly in need of care, 
it was held together with wire. He also checked 
out the whole log puller and gave us the confi-
dence we needed to move forward with the bal-
ance of the work. He also wants to stay involved 
with the project as much as time allows him 
to...that’s important! 
 When it was time to remove the wheel to 
get it repaired the thought was that it was going 
to take quite a lot of time and work. We had to 
move it a few feet to get at it and we thought that 
would be a struggle because it has not moved in 
a long time. We were wrong about all of this. The 
log puller moved so easily that it could be done 
with one hand on a wheel. To get the wheel off 
was not much tougher. You really have to have a 

lot of respect for those who built the puller. 
Sometimes it feels great to be wrong.  

Stay tuned for more progress.  

Check out the new front page of our website! You will find the new design much more phone or tablet 
friendly. Once you enter the site, you will still find the detail oriented site you are used to but now will 

have quick phone and tablet access to the most popular areas. 

Your Support Matters! 

Why Membership Makes a 
Huge Difference 

There are also community groups like 
the Chilton Area Community Founda-
tion that have supported some of our larger 
projects.  
 

 



Open Sundays June-September  1:00 to 4:00 or by appointment  

Museum admission is free!! 
Calumet County Historical Society Museum is located one mile south of Chilton on Irish Road just off Hwy 57 

The  Calumet County Historical Society   
Info @ CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org  928 Wieting Ct   Chilton, WI  53014  849-4042  

  Have you 

ever gone into an 

antique store and 

seen a basket 

filled with old 

photos taken of 

people that have 

no name or story 

connected? Sadly 

those photos, 

names, and sto-

ries are in the 

process of being 

lost and most likely it’s too late.  

  We are looking for photos, 

slides and movies that might have 

names, stories, or building names 

so that we can preserve the mem-

ories of people, places, and events 

So can you 

help us? It’s 

easy - we just 

want a digital 

image along 

with any of 

the names 

and any oth-

er infor-

mation you 

can tell us. 

Don’t have a 

way to digit-

ize it? No problem, just give us a week 

or two and we can do this for you. Email 

or call us for more information!  
 

Info@CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org  

or 920-216-7461 

Donate the image, the story and the history & keep the picture  

in the county. We are always looking 

to add images to our archives. If you 

have pictures from parades, picnics, 

church, or school events we could use 

your help. You don’t need to donate 

the photo itself.  

Chilton Hook & Ladder Company 1880 
(Unknown Firemen) 

Left to Right; Hazel Asher, Marlea Sharon, Emily Sharon, 
Ozias Sharon, Lillian Sharon, Granddaughter Georgia 
Asher, Gravesville, WI 

“The museum does not 
charge an admission 

and is funded mostly by 
the generosity of cur-
rent and past society 

members. Please  
consider a membership  

Today” 

The Calumet County Histor-

ical Society has four sources 

of financial support: your 

membership, donations, grants and our brat fry.  

Your membership is an important way for you to 

help.  Membership is a financial donation to the or-

ganization, but it is also a way to get involved in 

meetings and the operation of the Museum. Your 

participation at meetings and events will help you 

to make a difference in our community. 

Join Right Now! 
Go to our websites members 

page to pay online! 

It takes a lot to keep 2 acres 
of land and  2 buildings with 
10,000 square feet of muse-
um space going. Please help 
support us with your mem-
bership and volunteer time! 

Memberships 
Are good for 365 days from  

day of joining! 

Membership Drive  

is Underway! 

http://www.calumetcountyhistoricalsociety.org/index_files/Page468.htm

