
Greetings, 
 
 SURPRISED!  That was the reaction we had regarding the attendance at our 
1st Annual Open House held in June.   
 
 The Event included displays by other Historical Societies, local collectors 
and some collector cars as well.  Those that attended certainly seemed to enjoy 
the experience, as the crowd lingered most of the afternoon.  We also noticed 
that many of the attendees also spent hours touring the Museum itself.  Mark 
your Calendars, the Open House for this year is scheduled for June 11th! 
 
 I know I have mentioned this before, but anyone who is interested in 
local history will enjoy visiting our website at CalumetCountyHistoricalSoci-
ety.org which is updated many times a year.  As you will observe, the web-
site includes numerous videos, including films of old Brillion, Chilton and 
Sherwood, many informative articles on various historical subjects, access 
to a variety of photo collections, plus links to other history-related web-
sites.  This website also includes a listing of books available to purchase. 
 
 We have a dedicated core group of members that continue, year af-
ter year, to offer their ideas, experience and time to maintain and operate 
the Museum.  I thank you all for your needed input and time.  Like most 
volunteer based entities, we are always open to new ideas, fresh perspec-
tives and new members.  If any of you are willing to help, whether it’s 
helping man the museum, maintain the grounds, or assist with a project, 
we can use your assistance.  Two people that have been sharing their indi-
vidual talents over the past couple of years have both joined us as Direc-
tors of the Calumet County Historical Society.  We welcome Cindy Ellen-
becker and Steve Moore as Directors. 
 
 Since it is part of our mission to preserve items of the past, we are 
increasingly concerned about the portion of our collection that is slowly de-
teriorating because of being stored at the Museum that is subject to both 
humidity and cold temperatures.  We envision having these paper items and 
photos stored in a climate controlled area, available to visitors.  Therefore, 
one of our long term goals is to have a portion of the Museum climate con-
trolled.  Whether that would be a portion of the existing buildings or an addi-
tion, only time will tell. 
 
 Since we are completely dependent on dues and donations, I wish to 
thank all members for their continued support, as well as those of you that have 
made monetary donations. 
 
Terry Friederichs 
President 
 



“The museum does not charge an admission and is funded mostly  
from the generosity of current and past society members”  

Continued on page 3 

Spinning 
yarn to be 
knitted or 
woven into 
garments 
marked a 
stage in evo-
lution of hu-
man kind 
from savage-
ry to civiliza-
tion.  Primi-
tive societies 
used skins 
for clothing; 
therefore, 
the creation 

of fabrics by spinning and weaving marked a 
great social transition.  And, at the beginning of 
the 18th century, spinning and weaving in Ameri-
ca was viewed as an act of patriotism.  
 Immigrant women, particularly those from 
Germany & Scandinavia, typically brought their 
spinning wheels with them; most wheels could be 
disassembled and placed in their large immigrant 
trunks. Spinning wheels were typically given as 
wedding presents and considered   appropriate 
for a dowry. 
 Spinners measured their output by the 
“knot” representing 40 turns around the yarn reel  
or eighty yards, and it was not uncommon for the 
best spinner to be able to spin a hundred knots a 

day of single ply yarn, although we do not know 
how many hours “the day” consisted of—with oth-
er chores and limited lighting being factors. (80 
yards x 100 knots = 800 yards of single ply in a 
day).   
 However, single ply 
yarn is not sturdy. (It’s eas-
ily pulled apart.) So mini-
mally, yarn used for knit-
ting or weaving was typi-
cally 2-ply, necessitating 
another day of spinning to 
get the second batch of 800 
yards spun, and then the 
spinner had several more 
hours spinning/plying the 
two strands together before 
it could be used.  How 
much would 2.5 days of constant spinning yield 
towards a garment?  The answer:  not enough! It 
takes roughly 1200 yards of two ply for a knitted 
ladies’ size small sweater!  
 Although mechanization had a powerful 
impact on middle-class women living in the cities, 
hand spinning persisted in rural areas such as 
Calumet County into the 1850s. 
 However, by 1860, spinning wheels began 
to disappear as relatively inexpensive yard 
goodsbegan to be more readily available to many 
Wisconsin settlers; there was, however, a brief 
resurgence during the Civil War (1861-1865). 
 

 

Have you seen this display of Calumet County textile production?

We really had a great open house in 2022 and have 
decided to do it again. Come check out a bunch of local 
historical societies and history experts. Enjoy a relax-
ing day talking about our history. You will also see a 
handful of classic cars as well.      
 “In 2022 we really had a wonderful day with 

perfect weather. We had a great visitor count,” said 
Mike Pichee of the CCHS. Pichee added, “The cool part 
for me was that I saw a lot of folks just hanging out and 
talking about county history. Many of them 
stayed around for hours! That is why we want to do it 
again.” “We invited people to bring 

Continued on page 2 



P A G E  2  P A G E  2  

 

their classic car; we expected a 
few cars but we had far, far more than I had 
ever predicted,” said Terry Friederichs 
President of the CCHS.   

See the details for 2023 in this 
newsletter. We are happy that 
Eugene Durben will be joining 

us this year. He is the lead 
blacksmith for Pinecrest 

Historical Village  in Manitowoc. 

Check out Our Online Bookstore 
 Books have always been an important way to learn and understand his-
tory. We are lucky to have three wonderful books available. They can be found 
on our website year-round and at the museum during open hours in the sum-
mer. Stockbridge and Chilton are well researched and documented in the books 
The Stockbridge Story and Tales of Old Chilton. Both books were written many 
years ago. The Stockbridge Story was written in 1978 and updated in 2008. The 
Tales of Old Chilton was written at about the same time and reprinted several 
times. We also have a limited supply of the book New Chilton Tales which was 
published in 2001, please contact us for availabity. 
 Stop back often! We want to add more books from Calumet County and as we find 
books related to our history we will at least add the details and a link to learn more about 
them.  

 Just because the museum is closed for the 
winter months doesn’t mean work isn’t being done.  
In the off-season volunteers clean, arrange, catalog, 
and repair items as well as host planning meetings 
and grant writing sessions.   
 This light fixtures pictured, donated from 
the Calumet County Courthouse, appear to be 
made of plaster.  Volunteer and retired electrician, 
Steve Moore, is rewiring it so we can safely enjoy 
their “lit up” beauty for the 2023 season.  We have-
n’t been able to find any photos of those fixtures IN 
the courthouse, so if you have courthouse photos in 
your stash of pictures, please let us know! 

New for 2023...6 “New” Old Working lights! 

From page 1 
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In Wisconsin 
• E. Palmer Andrus, resident of Winooski, a small vil-

lage along the Onion River in Sheboygan (now a ghost town) was in 
business well before the Civil War. He was listed in the Wisconsin 
State Directory in 1857-8 as a spinning wheel manufacturer. (There 
was an increased need for spinning wheels during the Civil War.) in 
1864, Andrus sold wheels for $4.50 each.  By 1870, Andrus discontin-
ued making wheels and opened a cheese factory. 

• In 1865, Little and Relf of Sheboygan Falls manufactured and sold 
spinning wheels as did Walshendorf, Saupe, and Co., of Fond du Lac. 

• However, the most widely sold spinning wheel in Wisconsin, if not 
the whole country, during the decade of the Civil War, was manufac-
tured by J.B. Waite of Waitsville (now also a ghost town) in Jefferson County, WI. 

 The this photo you see a Great Wheel (left side) also known as the Walking Wheel; it was the 
first “spinning wheel” and the operator had to walk around the wheel with fiber to make the wheel 

turn. This wheel did NOT fit in immigrant trunks --as you can 
imagine-- and takes up so much space that the museum had to 
store it up high.  The wheel to the right is the second invention 
after the Walking Wheel, and it is called a Pendulum Wheel, 
and is VERY RARE, so this was a 
real find for the museum!  The pen-
dulum was to eliminate the needed 
walking, but this wheel, too, was 
huge and the pendulum was prob-
lematic in that it hit people when 
they got too close.  When the 
smaller wheel where the operator 
could sit down and treadle to move 
the wheel was invented, the larger 

wheels became obsolete. The wheel pictured here is from Ira Bartz of Chil-
ton, and the style is called a Saxony spinning wheel. 

From page 1 

Cindy Ellenbecker holds a 
Ph.D. from U.W-Madison 
and spent her career as a 
college teacher.  She also 
earned a Master Spinner 
degree from Olds College 
in Ontario, Canada and is 
on the Board of Directors 
of the Calumet County 

Historical Society. 

 Meet Barb and Dennis Cook from Stockbridge. They are lifetime members of the Calumet 
County Historical Society and also volunteer greeters for a couple of Sundays in the summer.                                 
  There is nothing stressful and 
no hard work is expected from our 
greeters. You don’t even have to be a 
member. It is as simple as welcoming 
guests and explaining to them how to 
navigate our museum. You will have 
time to spend looking around and 
checking out the museum yourself. 
We have a lot that might interest you.  

There is no need to be an ex-
pert on anything, but you might be 
surprised on how much you have to 
offer. You will be working with a sea-
soned member who can manage all 
details and questions.  We just need a 
few more people around making our 
guests feel welcome.  
 

Be a Front Door Greeter for Us This Summer! 



Open Sundays June-September  1:00 to 4:00 or by appointment  

Museum admission is free!! 
Calumet County Historical Society Museum is located one mile south of Chilton on Irish Road just off Hwy 57 

The  Calumet County Historical Society   
Info @ CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org  928 Wieting Ct   Chilton, WI  53014  849-4042  

“The museum does not 
charge an admission 

and is funded mostly by 
the generosity of cur-
rent and past society 

members. Please  
consider a membership  

Today” 

The Calumet County Historical 
Society has four sources of finan-
cial support: your membership, 

donations, 
grants and our brat fry.   

 
Your membership is an important way 

for you to help.  Membership is a fi-
nancial donation to the organization, 
but it is also a way to get involved in 

meetings and the operation of the Mu-
seum. Your participation at meetings 
and events will help you to make a dif-

ference in our community. 

Join Right Now! 
Go to our websites members 

page to pay online! 

It takes a lot to keep 2 acres 
of land and  2 buildings with 
10,000 square feet of muse-
um space going. Please help 
support us with your mem-
bership and volunteer time! 

Memberships 
Are good for 365 days from  

day of joining! 

Membership Drive  

is Underway! 

 There is a lot of county history that people have worked on over the years. If you hunt for it, you 
can find it in many posts and websites. We have been working to make finding local history easier by 
putting documents, videos, and links in one place on our website.                                                                  
 To see what is available, you can go to our website, click on the Features tab,  then click on “More 
from CCHS and the Community”. Whenever we find something local, we put it there. (See  t he  picture  below) 

Just some of the history available  
 
• Calumet Memorial Hospital Opening  
• Calumet County Weeklies 
• Share a Storied History 
• Steege Family's Street Names in Chilton 
• The Tragic Service of Captain Hiram Gibbs 
• Brillion Early History   
• Bridges of Calumet County  
• The Wacky History of  Spectro-Chrome Therapy  
• DEATH BY CHOCOLATE  
• Chilton Schuetzenverein  
• Chilton Post Office Mural  
• Take me to out to the ball game!  
• Top Cheesemaker Awards Calumet County Fair:    
• Bicycle Trip Around Lake Winnebago  

http://www.calumetcountyhistoricalsociety.org/index_files/Page468.htm


Planned events, subject to change & weather permitting 

June 11th 
1:00 to 4:00 
Sunday  

•  Eugene Durben-Blacksmith 
Our event is too short for Eugene to show live-”hot” blacksmithing, 

but he will have tools and information available. It’s great opportunity 
to ask questions, talk to Eugene, and get blacksmithing details from 

him. Come and learn about blacksmithing history from the best!  

*New Holstein, Malone &  St. Nazianz  

Historical Societies 

* Doll and Baby Buggy Display by Scott Stebane 

*Wool Spinning Demonstrations by Cindy Ellenbecker 

*Local Historians Herb Buhl, John Broeren &   

Todd Schneider  

* Local Log Cabin authority Jim Ruffing 

* Gervase Hephner’s  1979 Lincoln Continental  

currently owned by Jim Ruffing*  

*Classic Cars and the History of  Auto Travel & 
Fashion-1938 Packard and 1931 Model A 

by Steve Moore and Cindy Ellenbecker                                                                                             

*A few more Classic Cars  - yours is welcome too! 

* Light snacks and refreshments available 

*Discounts on local history books 

Free Admission!!! 

CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org 



Website 


