Calumet County Weeklies
Share a Storied History
By Ray Mueller

Calumet County Historical Society

Since 1857, there have been
16 different weekly newspapers
published in Calumet County but
only one of them remains in
business today under its original
name.
That distinction belongs to
the Brillion News, which began
publication on September 7, 1894 – a history of 128 years. A majority of the other weeklies had a very short publication run.
The Brillion News has been owned and operated by the Zander family since 1899.
A microfiche file of the newspaper is available at the Brillion Public Library.
Although it serves at the official newspaper for the Calumet County government,
the city of Chilton, the Chilton school district, and other units of local government, the
Tri-County News is not counted in the the county's total of 16 because it is based in Kiel
(technically in Manitowoc County).
The Tri-County News, which has a significant portion of its circulation in Calumet
County, enjoys a more diversified history than any of the weeklies that were based in
Calumet County. It began publication on January 1, 1893 with the title of Kiel NationalZeitung. That is the basis of today's Tri-County News being its 128th volume in 2022.
The Kiel National-Zeitung name was kept until a change to the Tri-County Record
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