
 As always, please acknowledge this Newsletter as a vehicle for the 
Board Members of the Calumet County Historical Society to keep you in-
formed of ongoing activities, added projects and changes in priorities.   
 The Calumet County Mural Initiative is a project that created 
waves of discussion and increased dialogue with both Historical Society 
members and community members.  Having an office next to the Chilton 
location enabled me to witness the daily progress as well as observe the 
numerous spectators, both local and visiting.  All had inquiries about not 
only the content of the mural, but the process as well.  James and the In-
terns were very gracious about being interrupted, and I believe enjoyed 
the banter with these visitors.  I often stopped at the site on weekends 
when I noticed people out of their vehicles, studying the Mural.  The ex-
istence of the Mural sparked an interest in local history, evident by dis-
cussions with visitors at the Museum.  Congratulations to James on a job 
well done.  Please note the entities that provided Grant Funds to make 
this endeavor financially possible. 
 The acquisition of the historic newspapers accumulated by the 
Chilton Times-Journal is significant in our mission.  After these volumes 
are digitized, we will do our best to keep the originals secure and safe 
from further deterioration.  Our primary long-term goal is to create a 
space at the Museum that is climate controlled, which will allow us to 
protect these volumes, together with many other artifacts that need this 
space to survive. 
 As you may have noticed in the past couple of years, the Newslet-
ter has expressed our need for help at the Museum.  Currently one thing 
all service/social organizations are experiencing is a shortage of active 
members, so we are not expecting a flood of volunteers to answer our call, 
but would appreciate any effort you could make to donate a few hours at 
the Museum.  If you are not up to helping with some of the projects dis-
cussed in the Newsletter, how about helping man the Museum for 3 hours 
on a Sunday afternoon?  There will always be at least one experienced 
Board Member on site when the Museum is open.  If interested, let us 
know by contacting us at 920-216-7461 
 I do wish to thank everyone who has donated to the Calumet 
County Historical Society.  Obviously we would not exist without dona-
tions of time, talents and monetary gifts, as well  as annual dues.   We cer-
tainly appreciate these donations that allow us to continue to share the 
history of Calumet County with the public.  
 
Thank you! 
Terry Friederichs 
President 

See the reverse side for  
Membership form & more  details on 

our “Member Only” portal 

“The museum does not charge an admission and is funded mostly from the  generosity of   
current and past society members.” 



1. Here you can find some prepared presentations 
just to browse 

2. Powerful search feature—Here you can en-
ter the info you are looking for, names, 
years, Calumet County Communities, etc.,  
in anyway you want to sort 

3. Here are your results, anything that is in the cate-
gory of “Local Picture or Print” is viewable online 

4. Click on “View Local Picture or Print” 
5. Enter Object # and click “View Photo” 
6. If you would like to see a larger photo, just click on 

the photo. 
7. Here you will find a PDF that can help you do 

more 
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Getting Started Calumet County History is 
available 24/7/365  
You just need a  

Membership Benefit 
For a few years now we have been working hard 
to document our col-
lection of local history. 
Now what we have 
completed is available 
to members of the Cal-
umet County Histori-
cal Society. 
Search and View   
• Photos from the 

Calumet County Historical Society 
• Herb Buhl’s Photo collection and columns 

along with his research from local newspa-
pers.  

• State Bank of Chilton Calendars 
• Information from social media 
• 6300+ Searchable Objects/Photos 
• 4000 + searchable names 
• Search and view hundreds documents that 

includes newspapers that are viewable online. 
More then 700 newspapers are digitally avail-
able 

Name______________________________________ 

Business Name ______________________________ 

Address ____________________________________ 

City _________________State _____Zip__________ 

Email Address  * _____________________________ 

Phone______________________________________ 

YES! I would like to be added to a scheduling email for 
greeters on Sundays at the museum. 

Mail To: CCHS  110 Oak Street Chilton WI, 53014 

 Email: Info@CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org 

Online Payment: Click Here 

$5.00 Seniors (65 & Over)     $10.00 Individual  

$25.00 Corporate $15.00 Family      

$100.00 Lifetime Membership       

$_________Donation  

Membership Levels 

PDF2020 

Yes! Please give me  online access to the Members por-
tal. This is a benefit of being a member of the Calumet 
County Historical Society and  must be renewed yearly. 

Your user name will be your *email address. We will email 
you your passcode.  This is to be for your household only, 
for personal research. We trust it will not be misused in any 
way or shared on social media groups. 

Please Join us Today! 

Join Right Now! 
Go to our websites members 

page to pay online! 

http://www.calumetcountyhistoricalsociety.org/index_files/Page468.htm
http://www.calumetcountyhistoricalsociety.org/index_files/Page468.htm


 
Our top story of the year does not fit 
on our front page! We were thrilled 
when James Barany decided that he 
could create two beautiful, history 
packed murals; one each for Chilton 
and Stockbridge.  Following comple-

We Need 51 hours of Help Spread Across Summer Weekends 

“The museum does not charge an admission and is funded mostly from 
the generosity of current and past society members”  

In 2020 we will be open 17 Sundays 
for 4 hours each. This is only 51 
hours for the whole summer. We 
have a small group of about 10 
members who shouldered all of 

these hours last summer. Can your 
family or your service organization 
help as greeters for a couple hours 
this summer? You will be with one 
or two seasoned CCHS members so 
questions that come-

2019 in  
Review! 

• Calumet County 
Mural Initiative 

• Protecting and 
Digitizing Chilton’s 
Newspapers 

• Hundreds of new 
objects uploaded 
for research in our 
members portal 

• 2019 saw a Sunday 
visitor record and 
a 34% increase 
over 2018! 

Looking 
Forward 

2020  
• Stanton Collec-

tion will be added 
by May to the 
members portal 

• Help! Can you 
work a couple 
hours this sum-
mer? We have 
opportunities for 
greeters, lawn 
care, and docu-
menting at the 
museum and at 
your home.  Are 
you involved with 
a community or-
ganization that 
could help  this 
summer?  

• How about sched-
uling a group visit 
at anytime that 
works for your 
membership? 

• Please visit this 
summer and bring 
your family! 

• 2020 Planning: The 
Stump Puller Pro-
ject and Planning for 
a climate controlled 
room. 

Protecting and Digitizing Chilton’s Newspapers 
2019 has been the year of newspa-
pers for the CCHS and we could not 
be happier about it. We have started 
to digitize the newspapers that are 
on microfilm at the 
Chilton Public library. 
Newspapers are really 
interesting and give 
great insight into the 
minds of that day - what interested 
them, scared them, and what they 
aspired to become are all there. The 
newspapers that are digitized and 
available on our portal have some 
very basic search capabilities; when 

searched they will hit on major 
events and names. 
 
When the dust settled around the 

sale of the Chilton Times-
Journal building, Kay Ver-
cauteren graciously donat-
ed all newspapers that 
were in the building.  In 

this collection of over 200 binders 
are the Chilton Times, Chilton Times
-Journal, Badger Sportsman, Calu-
met County Shopper, Wisconsin 
Demokrat 

Calumet County Mural Initiative 
tion of the murals, he integrated a 
student project in both communi-
ties. You can learn more about these 
projects from the insert in this mail-
ing and at our website. The vision  

Can you help 
with the library 

project? 

Continued on page 2 

Continued on page 3 

Continued on page 2 
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Continued from Page One  Protecting and documenting Chilton’s Newspapers 
(German Language) and the Calu-
met County News. This collection 
goes back to the late 1800’s. 
 
These papers vary in condition. Any-
thing before the 1970’s are very brittle 

and each contact causes damage. Some are little more 
than a pile of papers with little being readable. Whatev-
er their condition, we are saving and storing them all. 
When we have them inventoried, we will make the de-
tails available through the members portal. Once we 
understand what we have in the collection, we can iden-
tify what has not been saved on microfilm and find a 
way to digitize it. This is a welcome  project but a bit 

overwhelming as well. It requires a lot of time, storage space, and methodical planning. At this point we 
can not give public access to these volumes, but in time we hope that will change. 
Our thanks to Kay Vercauteren and Erica Bates for recognizing the importance of these papers 
and making them available. Thanks also to the CCHS members that spent a long day doing the 
heavy hauling! (Have we mentioned that newspapers are heavy and bulky and that we are not 
all that young anymore?) 

 Continued from Page One 

Calumet County Mural Initiative 
and research for this project were completely due to 
James, his incredible talent and commitment. This pro-
ject was made financially possible by grants from The 
Community Foundation of the Fox Valley, The 
Bright Idea Fund, The Chilton Community Foun-
dation, Wisconsin Art Board and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Please check out the insert 
that is included with this newsletter. James’ talents are 

many and include his 
performances as a Bass-
Baritone singer with the 
Florentine Opera 
Chorus in Milwaukee. 
From the CCHS to you 
James - 

CCHS Reference Library 
The CCHS has begun to create a refer-
ence library! We are just staring and have 
a long, long way to go but we have start-
ed! We have been added printed infor-
mation to our collection. The material is 
available in files at the museum and 
some of it is now online through the 
members portal. We are working to cre-
ate a useful set of references that are 
available to those who come to the muse-
um and online for member’s conven-
ience. Beth Dippel from the Sheboygan 
County Resource Center, who is a real 
leader in this area, talked about the dif-
ference between what they do and what 
the Sheboygan County Historical society 
does.  She told John McGivern on his 
PBS show “If you dust it, it goes to 
them. If you file it, it goes to us.” 
This was a key idea in helping us to know 
how we should move forward in our mis-
sion.  

For most of our CCHS history we had 
hardly anything to do, but dust things. 
We had no file cabinets in sight. We are 
changing that. We are now conserving & 
indexing items that need to be filed and 
at the same time we are increasingly digi-
talizing documents to make them availa-
ble and searchable online through the 
members portal.  We have a lot to do 
but here we go! 
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Up Next: Stump Puller Project! 

If you don’t have 

the time to join 

another group or 

civic organization, 

but would still like 

to donate a few 

hours from time 

to time, we are 

your group!  

 

We have a lot going on, and frankly we could 

use your help. Whether it be cutting the grass, 

being a greeter during Sunday museum hours, 

maintaining the museum grounds, or documenting 

what we have, all hands are appreciated. Please call 

216-7461 and let us know what interests you. 

 
 
We Need 51 hours of Help Spread Across Summer Weekends 

One of the oldest, most unique jewels in our collec-
tion is a mid to late 1800’s horse drawn stump pull-
er donated by Victor Geiser. Some of you may re-
member this was stored under the grandstand at 
the fairgrounds for a few years. The puller was the 
latest, greatest technology for clearing land in its 
day. Today we look at it as nothing more than a 
guarantee of backache and a long hard day.  Com-
pared to other tools of the day, this stump pulling 
technology was a great blessing. 

It’s time to clean and preserve the wood 
and improve the way it’s being displayed. 
We have not yet set a date for this project, 
but the CCHS board of directors has ap-
proved a budget that enables us to do the 
project. Our core team has the engineering 
ability and passion to make this happen. 
Because we may need to move the old pull-
er quite a bit, we will need to do it quickly  
and safely. We will need manpower and we 
may need help with moving equipment. 

(The use of tractors, bobcats heavy duty dollies, hy-
draulic jacks, etc. might make this project easier). 
The group 
has never 
done a pro-
ject like this 
before, so 
we aren’t 
exactly  
sure what  

equipment it will take 
to complete the pro-
ject but would be in-
terested if you have 
access to something 
that might be helpful.  

up can be directed to them. We are a small 
group with a lot going on and we are spread 
really thin. Help in covering these hours will 
really help keep visitors feeling welcomed. It 
also provides some security for our objects 
and helps us find the time to stay focused on 
the projects we need to do. We don’t know 
how many visitors will drop by on an given 
Sunday or how busy you’ll be. For the last 7 
years we have seen more visitors most every 
year. Weather, local events, and traffic 
change every week and every year. Some-
times we have a lot of visitors on a Sunday 
and  very few the next.  Helping with this 
simple task is unbelievably important 
to our mission of keeping our museum 
open and our admission free. 

Members Portal Update 
We do not have the resources to research Calumet County 

History for you. However, we have made great leaps 
forward in making information available to you 
online with nothing more then a membership.  
The Calumet County Historical Society has four 

sources of financial support: your membership, donations, 

grants and our brat fry. We receive no government funding. 

Available Online 
Object/Photos         6300+ 
Reference PDF’s         280 
Searchable Names  4000+      
Newspapers online     187 
Newspapers digitized  580 

Continued from Page One  



Open Sundays June-September  1:00 to 4:00 or by appointment  

Museum admission is free!! 
Calumet County Historical Society Museum is located one mile south of Chilton on Irish Road just off Hwy 57 

The  Calumet County Historical Society   
Info @ CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org  928 Wieting Ct   Chilton, WI  53014  849-4042  

  Have you 

ever gone into an 

antique store and 

seen a basket 

filled with old 

photos taken of 

people that have 

no name or story 

connected? Sadly 

those photos, 

names, and sto-

ries are in the 

process of being 

lost and most likely it’s too late.  

  We are looking for photos, 

slides and movies that might have 

names, stories, or building names 

so that we can preserve the mem-

ories of people, places, and events 

So can you 

help us? It’s 

easy - we just 

want a digital 

image along 

with any of 

the names 

and any oth-

er infor-

mation you 

can tell us. 

Don’t have a 

way to digit-

ize it? No problem, just give us a week 

or two and we can do this for you. Email 

or call us for more information!  
 

Info@CalumetCountyHistoricalSociety.org  

or 920-216-7461 

Donate the image, the story and the history & keep the picture  

in the county. We are always looking 

to add images to our archives. If you 

have pictures from parades, picnics, 

church, or school events we could use 

your help. You don’t need to donate 

the photo itself.  

Chilton Hook & Ladder Company 1880 
(Unknown Firemen) 

Left to Right; Hazel Asher, Marlea Sharon, Emily Sharon, 
Ozias Sharon, Lillian Sharon, Granddaughter Georgia 
Asher, Gravesville, WI 
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“The museum does not 
charge an admission 

and is funded mostly by 
the generosity of current 

and past society mem-
bers. Please  

consider a membership  
Today” 

We now have an 
Online  

Portal for  
Members 

to Research  
our Collection— 

Open 24/7! 

The Calumet County Historical Society has four 

sources of financial support: your membership, do-

nations, grants and our brat fry.  Your membership 

is an important way for you to help.  Membership 

is a financial donation 

to the organization, 

but it is also a way to 

get involved in meet-

ings and the operation of the Museum. Your par-

ticipation at meetings and events will help you to 

make a difference in our community. 

Membership Drive  

is Underway! 

Join Today! 
2020 Membership  
Drive Underway!  

Join Right Now! 
Go to our websites members 

page to pay online! 

http://www.calumetcountyhistoricalsociety.org/index_files/Page468.htm





